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mends it, and I bought it for you
yesterday. Now you will use it,
won't you? The directions are
within."

"Certainly. love --certainly.
Thanks ! Good-b- y !"

Giving his wife a hurried but ar-

dent embrace, Mr. Minton put the
bottle in his overcoat pocket and
departed.

"The silly darling !" he smilingly
murmured, as he turned the corner
of the street. I should cut my-
self shaving, she'd wish to send for
a surgeon ; and now I'm loaded with
a bottle because I sneezed at break-
fast. I must rid myself of the in-

cumbrance at once."
As he thus communed with himself,

advancing rapidly, he struck his
valise ugainst the legs of a gentleman
before him and raising his head to
apologize, saw an aged neighbor.

"Ah, Mr. Jobsou, beg pardon !

Am in a 'to catch the train."
"Ugh, ugh ! It's ugh ! no con-

sequence."
"That's a bad cough of yours. I

think I've something that will help
you. Highly recommended. Take
it."

The eld gentleman mechanically
extended his hand, and as he received
the bottle, Mr. Minton bowed and
passed on. The gift was scrutinized
with a doubtful sneer;

"Ugh ! urn ! ha ! So Minton has
gone into the quack-medicin- e busi-
ness, has he ? I'm too old a bird to
be caught with chaff, lie sha'n't
poison me with his drugs. Pll stop
it right here. Stop 1 No ugh ! urn !

ba ! I'll give it to my housekeeper ;

she believes in such stuff."
Mr. Jobsou pocketed the bottle,

and slowly shuffled toward his home.
His housekeeper was profuse in her
thanks as she was presented with the
"perfect cure."

"I'm sure I'm much obleged to ye,
sor ! It's the very thing for me
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it was a good-lookin- g coachman,
who paid her considerable attention.
He was, in fact, expiiet&l at the gar-
den gate that very afternoon:

He came and was given tHe bottle.
He received it with an expression of
the most grateful affection ; but, al-

though afflicted ,with a slight cold,
did not feel impelled to vise it; In-

deed the false-hearte- d man thought,
as he placed it in his breast pocket,
that it would make a fine present to
a handsome young cook of bis ac-

quaintance, whom he purposed next
to visit.

The cook was none other than the
one employed by the lady first in-

troduced to the, reader of this story.
Upon the following morning, as

Mrs, Minton entered her kitchen,
she saw the bottle upon the dresser,
and surprisedly took it up, for she
recognized a peculiarity on it.

"How came this here, Susan ?"
she asked; .

''That's niine, niuni."
But as the cook spoke, her mistress

had pulled the cork from the bottle
and saw the slip of paper she had
the previous morning inserted.

"Susan, I gave this to my hus-
band. How did you come Dy it ?"

"It was Mr. Thompson's coach-
man left it here, mum. If it's yours5
you are welcome to it.'

"It certainly is mine, Susan. I
wrote this paper myself."

"Mr. Minton must have dropped
it, I suppose, mum."

"That's it, of course."
But as the wife re-rea- d the words

she had penned and-meditate- d in the
privacy of her own room, she ceased
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But the housekeeper s sister prov- - the water to a boiling point, and
it continue there as long as mayon arrival, to have well-nig- h re

to believe her gift had merely been
lost. How could it have been drop-
ped from the pocket in which it had
been securely packed ? And it was
her parting gift !

She had dwelt with delight, in her
musings, upon her husband's sur-

prised smile as his ej'e fell upon her
written directions. She deemed her
expressions of affection therein as
prettily and wittily con ceived. For
four days more she would b4ve to
await his return. Mrs. Mintcn shut
the bottle up in a drawer with a sigh.

The anxiously-awaite- d knock was
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ed no benefit from the medicine
which she had given him. At such
a moment what could the popr man
say ?
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